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STATEMENT OF MS MARGARET BLORE
I, Margaret Blore, of 12 Con Street, Walter Hill, Strathclyde, ET9 0RY, witness in these proceedings will state as follows:

1. Unless otherwise stated this statement is made from my own knowledge.
2. On 4th November 2003 my partner was involved in an accident where he slipped on oil and injured his knee.    

3. I make this statement in relation to the background of the accident and to the injuries he sustained and the problems he now faces. 
Background

4. I live at the above address with my partner Frank Jones; we have been together for 21 years.  We have two children namely Charlotte born 21st April 1990 who is currently studying textile design at Leicester University and Oliver born 19th July 1998.
5. I am employed as a Duty Manager for Staffcare.  When I started with Staffcare I worked part time. I now work 39 hours a week and have done so since July 2009.  I have taken on more hours at work due to Frank now being unable to work and due to the fact that we need more money coming into the household.
6. Prior to his accident Frank was very active fit and healthy. He had played squash since he was approximately 16 years old. He used to play football regularly. He was also a very keen fisherman and would go fishing 3 to 4 times a week. Frank was a member of a shooting club and would go shooting around once a week. We met each other whilst water skiing, around 21 years ago.
7. When Frank worked at East Drive School as the Caretaker and general Maintenance man, but he also went out of his way to get involved with the school activities and took some children for art. There was one child in particular who was autistic and who responded well to doing art. Frank has always been ‘arty’ and our daughter is now doing a degree course in design.
8. Frank also went swimming with the school children particularly when they went to Activity Centre. He would spend time with the autistic child because he needed one-to-one attention and someone in the water with him at all times. The autistic child felt comfortable with him so Frank volunteered to go with them.  

9. Frank was an extremely active person around the home. He enjoyed doing the decorating DIY gardening and general maintenance around the house.  We bought this house, which we have been living in for 14 years, because of the lake at the back and the fishing possibilities.  He was never at home until about 10.00pm each evening due to various activities including those involving me and the family.
10. During the time Frank was working at the school he also worked week-ends for a lady who owned some properties. He looked after the maintenance of these properties for around 5-6 years and generally helped her around her home. 
Losses
11. Following the accident Frank had various operations and appointments to attend. Due to the nature of his injuries and recovery from his operations he was unable to drive and had to be driven to and from these appointments.  Frank needed a great deal of care from me and our children when he came home from hospital after his various operations.
12. After Frank’s arthroscopy in December 2003 he needed help with his care for 6 months. My father and I helped Frank for around 2.5 hours per day with washing dressing undressing preparing food and drinks and with moving around the house. Total – 450 hours.
13. After his arthroscopy on 22 August 2005 Frank needed help with his care. My father and I helped him for 2.5 hours a day with washing dressing undressing preparing food and drinks and with moving around the house. This help was required for around 3 months. Total – 225 hours.
14. When Frank had his graft operation in July 2007 I drove him to and from the hospital for day surgery. Frank did not stay in hospital overnight this time. After this he needed around 2.5 hours of care for around 7 days. Total - 17.5 hours.
15. After Frank’s operation in August 2007 he was kept in hospital for 4 days.  I took a week’s holiday from work while he was in hospital. I drove there twice a day for four days to see him.  I was not allowed to take paid time off work to tend to Frank but had to take the time as holiday.
16. On Frank’s return home after this operation he needed someone to be with him 24 hours a day for the first 3 weeks. He could do nothing for himself.  Our daughter who was 17 at the time cared for him during the day and I helped him in the evening and during the night. This assistance included helping him to and from the toilet bathing helping in and out of the bath getting his tablets helping him up and down the stairs and preparing food and drinks for him. We would probably spend around 10 hours per day and night caring for all his needs. Total – 210 hours.
17. Frank was completely immobile. He had a plaster cast from his ankle to the top of his thigh which was removed after around 10 days and replaced with a bandage and stocking.  He was taking morphine tablets due to the excruciating pain which meant that he was ‘out of it’ most of the time and often hallucinating which was extremely difficult to deal with.

18. Staples were set into his leg and these were removed after a week. He still needed care at this time after the staples were removed. He needed help with washing dressing and undressing food preparation making tea and he needed encouragement to eat.  Frank needed help and had to be taken to the toilet and put to bed.  He was not allowed to put weight on his leg for 10 weeks. After this time he was just able to move around on crutches but only ‘tip to toe’.  Total time spent 5 hours a day for 45 days. Total – 225 hours.
19. After this The Adult Care supplied a higher toilet and bath seat so he could use the toilet and have a bath with limited assistance.

20. Some of the days that I needed to take off from work I swapped with other members of staff or ensured that appointments fitted with my days off.  Up until June 2007 I worked 3 days a week. I earned £7 per hour. From June 2007 I increased my working hours to 37.5 per week.  In September 2007 I received a rise in pay to £7.20p per hour.  Since July 2009 I increased my hours of work to 39 hrs per week at a rate of £7.92 per hour.
21. I had to take a total of 20 days off work as holiday to take Frank to his various appointments or operations. 5 of these were taken whilst Frank was in hospital in August 2007.He was kept in for 4 days after this operation. I drove there twice a day for four days to visit him. I was not allowed to take this time off even as unpaid leave. It had to be taken as holiday therefore I have less time to relax with the children.  Since this accident I have taken the children on holiday on my own because Frank has had various hospital appointments and he could not stand the journeys. 
22. Frank’s self esteem reached an all time low and he became very depressed. He was really upset that he was unable to provide for his family and particularly felt that he wasn’t being a proper father for the children. This resulted in major problems at home financially emotionally and psychologically. He felt worthless.  He could see no future for himself and in June 2009 he tried to take his own life. I found him with a rope around his neck in our back garden.  He still has continuing feelings of depression and worthlessness and is currently receiving counselling.
23. Frank is now unable to drive due to the medication he is taking. Arrangements will need to be made to take Frank to the various appointments that he has to attend in the future.  He has an appointment with a Neurologist on June 17th 2010 and a further appointment on 23rd September 2010 at The Hospital.
24. Luckily we had taken out mortgage protection insurance cover due to the fact that I have moles and the health risks that may arise from these in the future. We never thought that this insurance would be required due to problems that Frank would have because he was so fit and healthy.
25. Frank still feels that our daughter would not have gone away to Leith University to study had it not been for the problems he felt he was causing at home. He feels that she would have studied at a more local university and commuted to and from home.  Also he still feels that he is not being a good father to our son and feels terribly down when he sees other men taking him to do sport e.g. football rugby etc. He still feels that he is not being a ‘proper dad’.
I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed 

………………………………………………………………

MS MARGARET BLORE
Dated

…………………………………………

